a\selected field type from among the plurality of defined field types; and 
a selected behavior from among the plurality of defined behaviors; 
creating a custom field in the custom form, the custom field having the selected 
field type and the selected behavior; 

displaying the custom form, including the custom field, on a display device; 
receiving daMdirected to the custom field of the displayed custom form; and 
in response to receiving the data directed to the custom field, a form control 
procedure of the computer system performing the selected behavior for the custom field. 

8. (Amended) The method of claim 7 wherein the selected behavior modifies the 
display of a field other than the custom field. 

9. (Amended\ The method of claim 7 including: 

re-invoking the form control procedure and passing to the form control procedure 
an indication of the custom field to which the data is directed; and 

under control ofVhe fonmscontrol procedure, performing another behavior for the 
custom field. \ Y \ 

10. (Amended) The method cri/claim 7 wherein displaying the custom form further 
includes, for each field of the form: \ 

invoking the form control Wocedure and passing to the form control procedure an 
indication of the field which identifies the field; and 

under control of the form controWocedure, displaying the indicated field. 
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11. (Amended) The method of claim 7 including, under control of the form 
control procedure, returning an indication whether to perform the selected behavior for the 




custom field, wherein performing the selected behavior for the custom field is conducted when 
the returned indication specifies that the selected behavior is to be performed. 



12. (Amended) \ A method in a computer system for processing data using a 
custom form having a field mat has been customized by a user of the computer system, the 
method comprising: \ 

displaying the cusltom form, the custom form having one or more custom fields, 
wherein each custom field 1ms: 

a selected custom field type that has been selected by a user from among a 
plurality of defined cusltom field types that are supported by the computer system; 
and \ 

a selected custom Bbhavior that has been selected by the user from among 
a plurality of defined custW behaviors that are supported by the computer 
system; \ 

receiving data directed to a particular field of the custom form; 
in response to receiving the data, performing the acts of: 

determining that the particular field is a custom field that has a selected 
custom behavior; and \ 

in response to the act of determining, performing the selected custom 
behavior for the particular field; and \ 

determining whether to perform another behavior for the particular field in 
response to the selected custom behavior havingtoeen performed. 




7 



13. (Amendetn The method of claim 12 wherein the act of determining whether to 
perform another behavior conducted by a form control procedure operating at the computer 
system. 



14. (Amended) The metlyra of claim 12 wherein the custom form also includes 
^ one or more default fields, each havink a standard field type and a standard behavior that are not 

V lec,edbytheuser - 



15. (^Amended) The method of claim 12, further comprising, prior to the act of 
performing the selected custom behavior, the act of determining whether the selected custom 
behavior is to be performed prior to performing said other behavior. 



1 7 . (Amended) The 




of claim 12 wherein the act of receiving data 



comprises the act of receiving data entered by a person viewing the custom form. 



^ 19. (Apended) A method in a computer system for processing data using a form 



having a custom fi^ld that has been customized by a user of the computer system and for 
applying a custom behavior and a standard behavior to the custom field, the method comprising: 
displaying tHp custom form, the custom form having a custom field, wherein the 
custom field has: 

a selected custom field type that has been selected by a user from among a 
plurality of defined custom field types that are supported by the computer system; 
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a Elected custom behavior that has been selected by the user from among 
a plurality! of defined custom behaviors that are supported by the computer 
system; and\ 

a standard behavior, wherein the standard behavior is a behavior that is 
supported by tfte computer system and applied to the data field without the user 
being required taselect the standard behavior; 
receiving data direbted to the custom field; 

invoking a form control procedure operating at the computer system; 
passing informationudentifying the custom field to the form control procedure; 
receiving an indication from the form control procedure to perform the standard 
behavior for the field; 

performing the standarcftbehavior for the custom field; 
re-invoking the form control procedure; and 

using the form control procedure, performing the selected custom behavior for the 
custom field. 



21. (Amended) The method of claim 19, further comprising accessing a form data 
structure that includes a definitiomof eaph field of the custom form. 

22. (Amended) The metMcnof tlaim 21, further comprising transmitting the form 
data structure using an electronic mail system, such that the custom form can be displayed on 
another computer system. 
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23. (Amended) The method of claim 19, further comprising, when invoking the 
form control procedure, indicating to the form control procedure an event that is associated with 
receiving the data directed to the custom field. 

24. (Amended) \The metljQd of claim 23 wherein the event is the display of the 
^\ custom form. 

V 

25. (Amended) The ri^etho<H)f claim 23 wherein the event is input of data into the 
custom field. 

26. (Amended) The method claim 23 wherein the event is input of data into 
another field of the custom form. 




p$f[ 29. (Amended) A computer-readable medium containing instructions for causing a 
computer system to perform a method for processing data using a custom form having a field 
that has been customized by a user of the computer system, the computer-readable medium 



\ 



comprising: 

computer-executable instructions carried by the computer-readable medium, the 
computer-executable instructions, when executed by the computer system, causing the 
computer system to perform tfte method, including the acts of: 

providing a plurality of defined field types that can be associated with 

custom fields that can be included in the custom form; 
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providing a plurality of defined behaviors that can be associated with the 
custom fields that can be included in the custom form; 
receiving user input selecting: 

avselected field type from among the plurality of defined field 
types; and) 

a selected behavior from among the plurality of defined behaviors; 
creating a custom field in the custom form, the custom field having the 
selected field type and\the selected behavior; 

displaying the ^ustom form, including the custom field, on a display 

device; 

receiving data direc\ed to the custom field of the displayed custom form; 

and 

in response to receiyffig the data directed to the custom field, a form 
control procedure o^/fne computer system performing the selected behavior for 
the cu stom fie 

Please add new claims 43-46 as follows: 
^C^L* ^ (N^jv) The computer-readable medium of claim 29, wherein the selected 
behavior modifies th\ display of a field other than the custom field. 



44. (New) The compt^e\read^ble medium of claim 29, therein the method further 
includes the acts of: 
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re-invoking the form control procedure and passing to the form control procedure 
an indication of tha custom field to which the data is directed; and 

under contro\ of the form control procedure, performing another behavior for the 
custom field. 

45. (New) The compuster-readaWe medium of claim 29, wherein displaying the 
custom form further includes, for each fiela of the form: 

invoking the form contVol procedure and passing to the form control procedure an 
indication of the field which identifies the field; and 

under control of the form cckitrol procedure, displaying the indicated field. 



^^^46. ^Jew) The computer-readable medium of claim 29, including, under control of 
the form control jjtocedure, returning an indication whether to perform the selected behavior for 
the custom field, wlierein performing the selected behavior for the custom field is conducted 
when the returned indication specifies that the selected behavior is to be performed. 
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